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Grounded in the Gospel,
we Gather to Grow in the Gospel
and Scatter to Spread the Gospel
for the Glory of God.

Pastor’s Note by Matt Ford
Jesus Made rfect!

Hebrews 5.8  Although he was a son, he learned obedience
through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being
designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek!

It sounds stange to sy that Esus was Omade perfedd! dsus is
God, right?!WasnOHe already eternally perfect?Was there a &
in Jesus that needed to be bPxed?! No, thereas no Raw.!

We bnd oursehes stumbling here in the nystery of the majesty that
is &sus Christ.The author of the book of Hebrews gves clarity in
verse 7: what we@ talking about is Othey dgs of His ReshO!
Evidently there were other dgs as well, days that recall His other
nature.!'You see, &sus is totally unique.'The truth of the

incarnation is that &sus is one person with tvo natures.! He is one
person who is both human and dwvine.!

In His divinity, Jsus was, is, always has been and eer shall be

perfect.! He is wholly and wonderfully God.! But around 2,000 years ago, the eternal Son of God
took on Besh and became a man.! His diinity of course remained, but His rights and glory
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therein were laid aside for a time (Philippians 2.5-11).! It is not the diine nature of Christ to
which the author of Hebrews is referring.! It is His human nature.

So does this mean thatekus the man vas 3aved or sinful?! Absolutely not.! &sus newer sinned
(dhn 8.46)."' Why then does the text sg that He needed to be made perfect?

Well, you can have a heart for obedience, but until that heart is tested with a real, bloodseat-
and-tears scenario, the obedience remains theoretical and therefore unfulblled orEimperfect.!
There®only one way to Olearn obedience through wat was sufferedO, and that is to actually
obey in the midst of suffering.! dsus didn©Olearn obedienceO in the sense that He had to stop
disobeying.! No, He newer once disobeyed.! He had to learn obedience in the sense that He

actually had to obey through real suffering!

It was by the very doing, the real obedience through suffering, thatebus as our human
representatve was made perfect.! His perfect obedience through suffering made Him the perfect

priest and the souce of eternal sahation!!

| mention these things at this time because, as we consider the incarnation afslis Christ and His
suffering on the cross in our place, there are tew dangerous errors we need to oid.!

The OlibealO error is to deg or diminish JesusO dinity and reduce Him to some good teader
who dies, at best, as a great example of i@ (though how His death on the cross actually helps

anyone if He isn®God, | have no idea)!

In our neighborhood, the error is more Oconseative.OWe tend to diminish His humanity.! As we
consider &susO temptation, pyer of anguish in the garden, and suffering on the cross, we can
diminish His humanity and imagine Him somehow levitating through it with no actual pain like

some holy alien.!

But this we must refuse.The text from Hebrews assures
us that &sus dank every ounce from the cup of suffering,
and skipped no sting of pain.! He learned obedience
through suffering as a man in the Besh.! He faced up to
the challenge head-on, and being made perfect, He
became the souce of eternal sahation to all who obey
Him.!

Hebrews sas &susO people will be Omade perfectO as
well (12.23).! ksusO perfect, eternal sacribce has
Operfected for all time those Wo are being sanctiped
(10.14)0

As those who believe in Him, we are being sanctibed.!
This means we are, @er time, sometimes painstakingly

Good Friday Service

Dbin us Fiday evening, April 2nd
at 7 p.m.! as we consider the
epic value of what &sus did on
the cross, and worship Him
together! This is an incredible
night for savoring the Savior.!
Bring a friend and come read to
soak in Scripture, sing out
beautiful truth, celebrate the
Lord® Supper and lift up the
Savior.
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made like &sus.!And this means we will also need to learn obedience through suffering.

How do we do this?!We turn our eyes to &sus, the God-Man (12.1-2).WeOQll need the paer of
both His natures as we Ofelleship in His sufferings (Philippians 3.10).! His humanity reeals Him
to be a caring, compassionate leader Wwo can Osympathize with us in our weakness (Hebrews
4.15).0! He knavs what it means to suffel He went there brst.!And He suffered greatlyEin our
place.!

His divinity means that He is more than able to be with us, attentie to us, and enough for us in
our every need.! Go to Him.!

So as we consider Chriss&ufferings on the cross and anticipate the joof celebrating
resurrection, let us not forget the sensory reality oe3usO humanityHe was made perfect as he
obeyed through suffering.'This means He is the soue of eternal sahation, and that He is more
than qualibed to lead you through your own valleys as a faithful priest.

Because of His obedience, pur disobedience is forgotten, and His perfection is gurs.! And that
is what will enable your own in obedience in suffering today, for the joy set before yu.!

Made perfect and being sanctibed with gu in Him. !

Pastor Matt

Andrizomai Update Daughters of t he King Lpdate

Andrizomai is greek for "act like men" (find  Daughters of the King will have a special

itin 1 Corinthians 16.13), and is the name  guest March 14 as Pastor Mat+t will speak.

for the Men's Ministry at FOLE. Weknow  We will enjoy our normal game time, singing

that we need one another to be the kind of  and will hear the story of another of our

wmen God wants us to be (Proverbs 2717) mewmbers. Additional information will be
provided on our upcoming retreat (weekend

Join us Saturday wmorning, March 13that  of April 29).

Carrows (Magnolia, between Heil and

Warner) at 7 a.m. to enjoy one another's Next month we will return to our study of

company and have breakfast together. remarkable women in the Bible.

Puring breakfast, part of our discussion will

be led by Pastor Matt in study of the Gospel Daughters of the King is a fellowship of

of Mark. In this way we'll fellowship wowen from 18 to 102+ who meet to study

together as we consider Mark's account of  God’s word, play together and learn about

the Son of God. The text for this meeting each other. Visitors are always welcome!

will be Mark 2.1-17 Cowe join us and bring a friend!
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Council Update

contributed by Rachel Stewart

The council met on March 2nd. The brst part of the Yard Sale
evening was spent in payer.

We will be having a Yard Sale

¥ FHnalizing details on the budget that begins in dly here at FOLF on March 20th. If
2010. you have anything to donate or
would like to help, please speak
¥ Discussed needs around the lgurch: rain gutters, with Jerry S.
parking lot coating, etc.
¥ Reviewed materials that will be used to inform those L
interested in being on council. T’
. . o ) /
R A RV
¥ Coordinated special offerings for the upcoming gar. é%‘ «’f iy
W e Rl Sk,
N , Wy ‘i@'{{;".‘;
¥ March@© Cause of the Month will be for our i G 2
benewlence fund which goes towvards helping —_—R . 4 "._\\'_‘f&ff-j

needs that arise among our congregation.

Shepherd’s Corner

contributed by Matt Ford

The elders metThursday morning, February 25", from 8-9.30 a.m.! Time was spent planning the
spring; including council and member needs.!Additionally new members, shepherd connects,
and discipleship ideas were planned and discussed.

Of Note:

Matt Ford, Scott Clair bel Van Soulen (Anaheim CRC), and Maged Dakdouk meet the brst
Thursday of the month for pastoral encouragement, accountability creative inspiration, and
prayer.! It@ always a blessing!'We will be attending a conference together from Mach 26t B 27
in LosAngeles.

Scott will be on a spiritual retreat from the 11" P 13" for school. Pray for him, that it will be
encouraging and benebcial.!
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Ignition Update

contributed by Scott Clair

This last month in Ignition we Pnished our stug through the book of &imes.!This series has
proven to be very practical for us as a yuth group.! Through it we have learned the importance
of taming our tongue, seeking wisdom from abee, avoiding worldliness, and praying on all
occasions.!While accomplishing all these on our own is impossible, we are gateful that Christ
enables and empavers us to overcome.! This next month

we will begin a new series learning about the last 24
MAKK YOUK hours of Christ®life.! Through the study of his prayer in
CALENVAK! Gethsemane, arrest, death, and resurrection we hope to
see and behold his glory een more.!
lgnition's Sumwer Trip will Purpose:

be on July l th_l 81-h .[-his We exist to glorify God by having and spreading a passion for the

supr emacy of God in all things for the joy of all peoples

Veal’. YOU WOM"I’ WaVI‘l' 1'0 through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.
miss it!

Ignitions Mission:
To live a lifestyle of worship by Growing in Christ, Building

\ meaningful relationships with other believers, Serving those who
- \)\\ ﬂ / are in need, and Reaching those who do not know Christ within
e . our community.
)‘/fﬁ N S \
/T \\\\\

2:42 Update

contributed by Scott Clair

This last month we studied dhn 11 in which Jsus mises Lazarus from the deadThrough our
study, we saw that susO e for Lazarus and his family vas so deep that he alloved Lazarus to
die so he could purposefully mise him from the dead.'Through this, &sus gae them what they
needed most B to see the glory of GodWe also had our brst eer ODinner andTheology NightO.!
This night was \ery successful as we ate dinner together and thenatched a sermon ty Matt
Chandler.! Afterward, we discussed the sermon and encoaged eadt other to live holy lives in
which we love and cherish the dharacter and nature of God.!!

Q\nd they dewted themselhes to the apostles' teahing and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayersOActs 2:42 (ESV)
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Wowen's Retreat

contributed by Marcia Ford
An Invitation to Abide in Grace
"SecondAnnual" FOLFWomen's Retreat
April 23-25, 2010

If you an adult woman, you are warmly invited to join other FOLF women for a weekend avay
from your normal responsibilities -- a weekend designed to extend toqu an experience of
grace. You are invited to enjoy a gracious setting at a cabin in Big Bear!You are invited to enjoy
interacting with other fun and lovely FOLF women. !And you are invited to come think with us as
we re-examine God's gace toward us, our capacity to receve his grace, and our responsibility to
extend sud grace. !'The cost of the weekend will be minimal -- contributions will co ver the
shared cost of tansportation and food, but lodging is free. !Carpools will leae at various times on
Friday according to individuals' needs, and return Sundg mid-afternoon. !Additional information
will be forthcoming. !In the meantime, any questions can be directed to Jlia Bailey or Marcia
Ford.

On Feb. 27th, a group went to Mexico with Spectrum Ministries. It
was a great day, despite some wet weather. Join us on May 159th as
we head down there again.
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Prayer Guide for March

March 7-13: Genesis 22; Pay that we will
dethrone all the idols of our hearts and lwe the
Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.! Pay that we will more fully appreciate
the substitutionary atonement of dsus Christ
which makes it possible!

March 14-20: Ephesians 6.5-9; RFay that we
would understand love what it means to be a slae
to Esus Christ.! Pay that our dewotion and loyalty
to Him would grow, freeing us from all
competitors.!!!

March 21-27: Romans 6.15-23; Pay that we
would be joyful slaves to righteousness, leing
God and the things of God!

March 28-April 3: bhn 15.12-17; Pray that we
know the love of Bsus and enjy His daily
friendship, enjoying and obeying Him as our
perfect Master! Pray that our Good Fiday service
would highly honor the work of sus Christ on
the cross!

March Dates to Remember
* March |3th- Andrizomai
3K March 14th- Daughters of the King
3K March 20th- Yard Sale
3K March 27th- Ignition Girls Night

3K April 2nd- Good Friday Service

Care for our Shut-lns

Below is a list of friends & family of FOLF
that would appreciate a call, a card, a visit,
and prayer.

Please contact Rachel (Rachel@folfcrc.com)
for phone numbers and addresses of those
we care for.

Joe Bakkelohas moved badk into his home in
Victorville. He w ould appreciate calls and cards. !

Hetty De Jonge is still recovering. We give thanks to
God for healing! Hetty still loves to have visitors and
cards, and enjoys fresh Ravers from your garden.

Russ Hanffis in an assisted Wing home in Whittier.
Russ suffers fronflzheimer®; while forgetful, he
rea\ll)/ enjoys visits and cards (he has no phone). He
LOVES to talk about theAngels, and his years o
coaching Little League and softball. He recently vas
able to take a trip toAlaska.

Martin and June Verhoeven live at the Artesia
Christian Home in Artesia. dine cannot walk due to a
stroke that she suffered a few months ago. Martin ha
trouble hearing but still likes to talk about pshing.!
They would love to receive cards and visitsThey
also enjoy home-cooked food and fresh fruit.T

[2)

Brian McGuire is a former member of our ¢wrch.
He lives in Fullerton with his son, K/le. Brian suffers
from advanced effects of diabetes. He wuld love a

call or a card from FOLF friends.
|

W

N
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Ignition Qrls...

On March 27th, we'll be having a
girls night so save the date and get
ready for a night of fun! Anyone
7th-12th grade is welcowme and please
feel free to bring a friend. Petails fo
follow.

Ministry
SCthUle March 14th March 21st March 28th April 4th
Tracey Laura Irene
Nur sery Mira Carolyn Sally Marshia L.
Allan Samantha Audrey Niel
Childr en® Christine Christine Christine Marcia F
W or ship Veronica Judy Jacky Ann
Hospitality Sally & Jacky (Mar)
(Cof fee) John & Irene (Apr)
Greeter s Ken & Sally (Mar)
Jerry &Vera (April)
Scriptur e Reading Lynn Heather L. Cinti Wesley
Prayer Heather L. Vera John Ed
Communion Ronell (April)
Elements
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Budget Report B dnuary 2010

InBow:
General Fund (offerings, rent): $17,123.80
Special offering:

OutRow:

General Fund: $16,850.60
Ministry Shares: $1,425.71
Total: $18,276.31

|

Paid out for parsonage - $1,950.00
!

March Gelebrations

Bir thdays

3.5 Genesee Atkins

3.18 Marshia Larson & Tracey
Mirth

3.23! Christie Nunan

3.28 Roy Atkins

3.28 Ken Cameron & Rosalie
Randall

3.31 Jim Davidson

Anniv ersaries

3.16! 1! ! Robert & Ruth Cuevas

Budget Report B Ebruary 2010
!

InBow:
Genernal Fund (offerings, rent): $12,724.00
Special offerings

'cizjgr!]!tlglj”gll'gg”s'b"é) Horizon Pregnany

OutlRow:

General Fund: $11,971.72
Ministry Shares: $1,674.88
Total: $13,646.60
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